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Fostering / Children’s Social Care
	Abbreviation
	Meaning
	Notes

	ACEs
	Adverse Childhood Experiences
	Trauma indicators

	ADM
	Agency Decision Maker
	Makes final decisions

	ASYE
	ASYE – Assessed and Supported Year in Employment.
	First year as a qualified social worker

	CAF
	Common Assessment Framework 
	Early help assessment of need

	CAFCASS
	Child & Family Court Advisory and Support Services
	Supports children in court

	CAMHS
	Child & Adolescent Mental Health Services
	Under‑18 mental health

	CIC
	Child in Care Team
	Supports looked‑after children

	CIN
	Children in Need
	Social care status

	CO
	Care Order
	LA gains parental responsibility

	CP
	Care Plan
	Sets out care arrangements

	CP / Care Proceedings
	Legal proceedings
	Court process

	The CP
	The Corporate Parent 
	The Local Authority 

	CP 
	Connected Persons
	A relative or friend

	CPCC
	Child Protection Case Conference
	Safeguarding

	CSA
	Child Sexual Abuse
	Safeguarding

	CSE
	Child Sexual Exploitation
	Safeguarding

	C-SPA
	Children’s Single Point of Access 
	Safeguarding

	CSW
	Child’s Social Worker
	CIC team

	CWD
	Children With Disabilities 
	General term 

	CYP
	Children and Young People
	General term

	DA
	Delegated Authority
	Foster carers’ decision‑making powers

	DC
	Disabled Child
	Social care

	DCS
	Director of Children’s Services
	Senior leadership

	ECO
	Emergency Care Order
	Legal order

	EDT
	Emergency Duty Team
	Out‑of‑hours social care

	EPO
	Emergency Protection Order 
	Safeguarding

	FC
	Foster Carer 
	Common acronym

	FCO
	Full Care Order 
	Post court proceedings 

	FGC
	Family Group Conference
	Family decision‑making

	FGM
	Female Genital Mutilation
	Safeguarding

	FOI
	Freedom of Information
	Data request

	FSW
	Family Support Worker 
	Support services 

	HSB
	Harmful Sexual Behaviour
	Safeguarding

	ICO
	Interim Care Order
	Children Act 1989

	ICPC
	Initial Child Protection Conference
	Safeguarding

	IFA
	Independent Fostering Agency
	Foster care

	IRM
	Independent Reviewing Mechanism
	Foster carer appeals

	IRO
	Independent Reviewing Officer
	Chairs CIC reviews

	LA
	Local Authority 
	The County Council 

	LAC / CLA
	Looked After Child
	Child in care

	LAC Review
	Looked‑after review meeting
	28 days → 3 months → 6 months

	LADO
	Local Authority Designated Officer
	Manages allegations

	MARAC
	Multi-Agency Risk Assessment Conference
	Assesses risk 

	MASH
	Multi Agency Safeguarding Hub
	Safeguarding 

	MISPER
	Missing Person
	Police term

	NMS
	National Minimum Standards
	Fostering standards

	NQSW
	Newly Qualified Social Worker
	Email signature 

	NUPFC
	National Union of Professional Foster Carers
	Certified union

	OoHs
	Out of Hours Duty Team 
	Emergency social care

	P&C
	Parent and Child Placement
	Foster care

	PANEL
	Fostering Panel
	Approval group

	PAR
	Prospective Adopter Report
	Adoption

	PLAC
	Previously Looked After Children
	Children formally in care 

	PPM
	Placement Planning Meeting
	Required within 5 days

	PPN
	Public Protection Notice
	Police safeguarding

	PPO
	Police Protection Order
	Emergency removal

	PR
	Parental Responsibility
	Shared between LA and parents

	RCPC
	Review Child Protection Conference
	Safeguarding

	REGS
	Fostering Services Regulations (2011)
	Legal framework

	RoV
	Record of Visit
	Also known as supervision notes

	SCR
	Serious Case Review
	Safeguarding

	SDQ
	Strengths & Difficulties Questionnaire
	Assessment

	Sec 46
	Section 46 Enquiry
	Significant harm suspicion

	Sec 47 / S47
	Section 47 Investigation
	Powers to remove children- formal investigation when there is reasonable cause to suspect child living with foster carers is sufferig or likely to suffer significant harm

	SGO
	Special Guardianship Order
	Legal permanence

	SH
	Significant Harm
	Safeguarding threshold

	SLD
	Severe Learning Difficulty
	SEND – Special Educational Needs and/or disabilities

	SM
	Service Manager
	Management

	SOC
	Standard of Care Concern
	Not an allegation

	SP
	Staying Put
	Post‑18 care

	SSW
	Supervising Social Worker
	Supports foster carers

	Strategy Meeting
	Determines Sec 46 grounds
	Multi‑agency

	SWET
	Social Work Evidence Template
	Presenting evidence to the family courts.

	SW
	Social Worker
	Social care

	S20
	Voluntary care 
	Under section 20 of the Children Act 1989

	S17
	Assessment to assess the needs of a child 
	Under section 17 the Children Act 1989

	S47
	A child protection enquiry 
	Under section 47 of the Children Act 1989

	TAC
	Team Around the Child
	Multi‑agency

	TM
	Team Manager
	Management

	TSDs
	Training, Support & Development Standards
	Foster carer training

	UASC
	Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Child
	CIC

	YOI
	Young Offenders Institute
	Youth justice

	YOT
	Youth Offending Team
	Youth justice

	YP
	Young People
	General term



Education
	Abbreviation
	Meaning
	Notes

	AP
	Alternative Provision
	Education outside mainstream

	AR
	Annual Review 
	Usually for an Education and Health Care Plan 

	CME
	Children Missing Education
	Safeguarding risk

	DT
	Designated Teacher
	Supports vulnerable pupils

	EAL
	English as an Additional Language
	Education

	EBSA / EBSNA
	Emotion‑Based School Avoidance / Non‑Attendance
	Attendance difficulty

	EHCP
	Education, Health & Care Plan
	SEND legal document

	EOTAS
	Educated Other Than at School
	Alternative education

	EP
	Educational Psychologist
	SEND assessment

	e-PEP
	Electronic Personal Education Plan: 
	A statutory document to monitor the educational progress of children in care.

	ESO
	Education Support Officer
	School support

	EWO
	Education Welfare Officer
	Attendance enforcement

	EYFS
	Early Years Foundation Stage
	Ages 0–5

	EYPP
	Early Years Pupil Premium
	Early Years Funding 

	FAP
	Fair Access Panel / Protocol 
	School places

	FE
	Further Education.
	Education or training after secondary school

	FEX
	Fixed Term Exclusions 
	From school: suspensions

	FSM
	Free School Meals 
	Additional funding 

	HE
	Higher Education.
	University education/degree apprenticeships

	HLTA
	Higher level teaching assistant
	Specialist support 

	IEP
	Individual Education Plan
	School‑based support

	KS1 
	Key Stage 1
	Years 1-2 (5-7 year-olds)

	KS2
	Key Stage 2
	Years 3-6 (8-11 year-olds)

	KS3
	Key Stage 3 
	Years 7-9 (12-14 year-olds)

	KS4
	Key Stage 4 
	Years 10-11 (15-16 year-olds)

	MLD
	Moderate Learning Difficulty 
	Diagnosis

	ND
	Neurodivergent or Neurodevelopmental Disorder 
	Diagnosis

	NEET
	Not in Education, Employment or Training 
	Educational status of a child or young person

	PA
	Persistent Absence
	Educational status of a child or young person

	PEP
	Personal Education Plan
	CIC education meeting

	PP
	Pupil Premium
	Education funding

	PPP
	Pupil Premium Plus
	CIC education funding

	PRU
	Pupil Referral Unit
	Alternative education

	SALT
	Speech & Language Therapy
	SEND

	SATs
	Standard Assessment Task/Test. 
	Sat by children in Yr 2 and Yr 6 to check their educational progress.

	SEMH
	Social, Emotional and Mental Health 
	Diagnosis of need and Type of school 

	SEN
	Special Educational Needs
	Education

	SENCO
	Special Educational Needs Coordinator
	School role

	SEND
	Special Educational Needs Department
	Education

	SLD
	Severe Learning Difficulty 
	Diagnosis of need 

	SpLD
	Specific Learning Difficulty
	Diagnosis of need 

	VS
	Virtual School
	Oversees CIC education

	VSH
	Virtual School Head 
	Oversees CIC education



Housing
	Abbreviation
	Meaning
	Notes

	ABC
	Acceptable Behaviour Contract 
	Agreement 

	ASB
	Anti-Social Behaviour 
	Housing term to support behaviours

	AST
	Assured Shorthold Tenancy
	Fixed term tenancy 

	CTB
	Council Tax Benefit 
	Benefit

	DFG
	Disabled Facilities Grant 
	Benefit

	DHP
	Discretionary Housing Payment 
	Benefit

	DLA
	Disability Living Allowance
	Benefit

	DTTO
	Drug Treatment and Testing Order
	Housing support 

	DWP
	Department for Work and Pensions
	Benefits

	EHO
	Environmental Health Officer 
	Council worker 

	HA
	Housing Association 
	Landlord

	HB
	Housing Benefit
	Housing support

	HMO
	Houses in Multiple Occupation 
	One building where separate households live under separate tenancies.

	HO
	Housing Officer 
	Landlord worker 

	HR
	Housing Register
	Waiting list for housing 

	IPO
	Interim Possession Order
	Legal process 

	LHA
	Local Housing Allowance
	Housing benefit rate

	NRPF
	No Recourse to Public Funds
	Asylum seeker term

	NSP
	Notice of Seeking Possession 
	Legal process 

	PIP
	Personal Independence Payment
	Disability benefit

	SC
	Service Charge 
	Services such as wardens, cleaning, communal lighting and ground maintenance.

	SH
	Social Housing 
	Housing provided by local authorities and housing associations.

	TA
	Tenancy Agreement 
	A legal document that confirms your status as a tenant.

	UC
	Universal Credit
	Benefit



Health
	Abbreviation
	Meaning
	Notes

	ADHD
	Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
	Diagnosis 

	ADL
	Activities of Daily Living
	Adult social care

	ASC (Adult)
	Adult Social Care
	Adult services

	ASD
	Autistic Spectrum Disorder
	Neurodevelopmental

	CoP
	Court of Protection
	Mental capacity decisions

	CPN
	Community Psychiatric Nurse
	Health Services 

	CQC
	Care Quality Commission
	Regulator

	EUPD
	Emotionally Unstable Personality Disorder
	Mental Health Diagnosis

	FASD
	Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder
	Neurodevelopmental

	ICB
	Integrated Care Board
	Support service 

	LPOA / POA
	Lasting Power of Attorney
	Legal authority

	MAR
	Medication Administration Record
	Health documentation

	MCA
	Mental Capacity Act
	Adult social care legislation

	MHA
	Mental Health Act 1983
	Mental health legislation

	MHA s2
	Admission for assessment
	Up to 28 days

	MHA s3
	Admission for treatment
	Up to 6 months

	MHA s117
	Aftercare following Section 3
	Statutory entitlement

	ODD
	Oppositional Defiant Disorder 
	Diagnosis

	OT
	Occupational Therapy
	Functional assessment

	PA (Adult)
	Personal Assistant
	Adult social care

	PDA
	Pathological Demand Avoidance
	Diagnosis 

	PRN
	As Required (Medication)
	Health

	PT
	Physical Therapy
	Health
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